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 Merry Christmas  

In Hong Kong the season of Christmas has arrived. Just like the seasons of the 
year change, the seasons of the Church year do too.  While the seasons for us 
do not include the beautiful fall foliage to the fluffy blanket of white snow, we 
do enjoy a change of weather from blistering hot and humid to cool and 
pleasant. In the church year changes occur as well. Not the temperatures, but 
the season, which continually points to Jesus. The seasons of the church year 
begin with Advent and how Jesus comes then, now, and on the last day. Then 
Christmas focuses us on Jesus our Immanuel who comes to be with us and for 
us. Next is Epiphany. Jesus making Himself known to the Gentiles and the 
Jews. Then Lent is the repentant time for us as we focus on Jesus’ journey to be 
sacrificed and die on the cross of Golgotha, followed by Easter, Jesus’ 
triumphant resurrection and defeat of sin death and the devil. Finally Pentecost 
(or Trinity) which is the time the church focuses on growing in our faith in 
Jesus Christ. The colors of the church year which adorn the sanctuary, altar, and 
pulpit also change with the seasons of the church year and help the church 
focus on Jesus and His work. 

Christmas time in Hong Kong includes lights, trees, signs and banners 
displayed around town and much of the advertisements say, “Merry 
Christmas.” What a refreshing sight! The phrase “Merry Christmas” has not 
been replaced or even forbidden as it has been in some places.  Does this mean 
that everyone in Hong Kong knows true meaning of Christmas? Certainly not.  
Many view it as a time to celebrate and decorate but with no understanding of the 
true meaning of Christmas. Christmas is the time the church celebrates the birth of 
the the Savior of the world. The Savior-Jesus, left His place in Heaven, to come 
down and be with us. He put on human flesh to save the fallen and sin-filled world. 
This baby born to Mary and lived a perfect life that none of us 
are able. He kept the law perfectly for us and journeyed to 
the cross to be sacrificed for the sins of the world. The babe 
of Bethlehem is the long promised Savior. His love and 
salvation is for us sinners. Jesus desires all to be saved; 
“This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” 1 Timothy 2:3-4 (ESV). Jesus 
comes to wash away ALL our sins and declare we are 
forgiven, “I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for 
my own sake, and I will not remember your sins” Isaiah 
43:25. This is the true gift of Christmas. Merry Christmas to 
you and your family. May the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and may He continue to gift you with His forgiveness 
always. 
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What is a chaplain? 
As a chaplain, I have a variety of duties and responsibilities 
including:  
•          Sharing God’s Word 
• Offering the Holy Sacraments 
• Being available for Confession and Absolution 
• Visiting with servants 
• Communicating regularly with the servants 
• Traveling once a month to visit with servants 
• Meeting with servants as they travel through Hong Kong 
• Offering Daily Chapel services  
• Coordinating care visits for deployed servants either     
 personally or with a nearby pastor 
• Praying for the servants and their families 
      The LCMS servants fulfilling their vocations abroad face many 
challenges. As their chaplain, I try to point them to their Savior who 
will never leave nor forsake them. These servants need support as 
they deal with the struggles and joys of ministry. These struggles 
include culture shock, health issues, isolation, disappointments, 
frustrations, family issues, change, etc.. The support network they 
once had in the states has changed drastically. Our servants need to 
be fed spiritually with God’s Word and Sacraments. Spiritual care is 
very much needed in the mission field for Satan does not relax His 
attack in fact he intensifies his attack even more to those seeking to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. Please pray for these servants 
and their families.  
      In Christ, The Kolb Family 
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Prayer Requests 
- For more workers in the harvest 

field 
- For those missing family during 

the holidays 
-   LCMS servants deployed  
  

Year end giving….please 
think of us.  
Thank you for your partnership in 
the Gospel and your gift of giving 
which helps us to be here. As 
2015 draws to an close please 
contemplate making a special 
year end offering for our support. 

Even though we are deployed we 
still continue to need your 
support to remain in the field. 
Gifts can be sent to the address 
below or call 800-433-3954 

 To support the LCMS through 
the  work of the Kolbs, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
or LCMS. Include Kolb-Asia in the 
memo line. Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, at www.lcms.org/kolb . 
To be added or removed from this 
mailing list, send a message to 
Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line, or  by mail: C L Way 
PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 50021 

 

Micah, Mary Daniel 
and Pastor climb Lion 
Rock, the mountain 
that overlooks our 
home

Christopher, Matthew, 
Katie, Papa, Jesse, and 
Daniel dress up for fun
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