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The First Commandment states: You shall have no other gods. The other 
gods one is confronted with varies. In the states we turn our hobbies, 
employment, bank account, car, home or other items into our gods.  In Asia 
we are inundated with a number of many different gods (such as Buddha) 
and their temples and shrines.  It is a common sight to observe while 
strolling along the sidewalk, a shrine with offerings placed in front of it or 
being burned.  
     Not surprisingly when my son Micah and I traveled to Thailand recently 
to visit the LCMS servants working in Bangkok, we encountered countless 
‘spirit houses.’ This provided an opportunity to 
discuss the Buddhists’ beliefs including the idea of 
ancestor worship and offering items to the dead 
and spirits around ones’ home and places of work. 
In Thailand many embrace the notion that when 
ones moves into an area, they need to give the 
spirits, who also live there, a place to live.  One is 
expected to offer these spirits gifts of food and 

drink.  Not only does it help to keep the spirits fed 
but has the potential to bring one protection and 
good fortune.  

     The spirit houses pictured are in an extremely poor area of Bangkok. This area is 
easily considered a slum. Located in this area is Concordia Day Care, which is 
supported by Concordia Welfare Education Foundation of Thailand. This daycare 
program is offered for the children in the neighborhood. Concordia Day Care provides 
parents a safe place to leave their children and an opportunity for those families to learn 
about the life saving message of Jesus Christ.  
     Those who live in the slums, with such terrible living conditions, are believed to have 
done some horrible things in their previous life. (This mentality is also found in the 
states.  The idea some one must have done something bad and that is why they are 
suffering a hardship.) The thinking continues, if one works hard to be good and does all 
the right things, then just maybe, the next life will be better. (Here again this ideas is 
found in the states. Many believe you earn the good things that happen to you whether it 
be good health, fortune, or salvation).  Scripture teaches us that, “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above,” (James 1:17), and “We have all become like one 
who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment,” Isaiah 
64:6. “ “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit,” (Titus 3:5) The Lord’s mercy is what matters, not our good works. 
 So even though Asia and the United States are far apart in distance, the lies Satan tells people are the 
same. The need for a Savior is the same regardless if the area is a slum or an affluent neighborhood. We are all 
poor miserable sinners needing  a savior to rescue us from sin, death, and the devil.  We need the freeing 
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Gospel of Jesus Christ. “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast,” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
     We need Jesus, His work, His perfect life, and His sacrifice on the 
cross for us sinners. Jesus is the real Savior who brings hope and 
Salvation to fallen, sinful humans. His work is what counts; His 
perfect life; His death; His resurrection for the forgiveness of all sins. 
Jesus has come to bring forgiveness life and salvation. 
     All the false gods in Asia and around the world lead us away from 
the one true God who saves us. Acts 4:12 declares; “there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” Please continue to 
pray for the people of Asia and for all people who do not know about 
the Savior Jesus Christ.  

What Does Grocery Shopping Look Like For The 
Kolbs? 

Put on a good pair of walking shoes; gather reusable bags 
to carry groceries home; grab a bottle of water and 
umbrella and head out the door. 
 Typically the Kolb shoppers walk to the market, 
which is about a 15 minute walk in the heat and humidity.  
 Procure the sought after items, usually from our 
favorite vendors with whom we have developed a 
relationship, afterwords either walk home or take a taxi, if 
the items are too many or too heavy to carry all the way 
back to the flat.  
 One of our favorite vender, from whom we purchase 
fruit, hand picks the choicest fruit for us. The majority of 
the vendors speak Cantonese, however, a few will know a 
little English. Most of the fruit is purchased from a family 
owned booth and are very kind and helpful. They know 

what we typically purchase so when they see any of us 
coming, they begin gathering up what we like. Once back at the flat, 
it is a quick climb up three flights of stairs. Hot, tired, and ready for a 
shower, but first it is time to unload and put away the groceries. 
  
                                              In Christ,    The Kolb Family 
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 Prayer Requests 

 -For the people of Bangkok 
 -For continual strength as the 
family adapts to life in Hong 
Kong 
- For more workers in the harvest 

field 
- Kristie as she continues battling 

kidney stones 
- Thanksgiving for the safe travel 
for Pastor Kolb, (traveling to six 
different countries over the last 
few months) 

To support the LCMS through the  
work of the Kolbs, you may send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
or LCMS. Include Kolb-Asia in the 
memo line. Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, at www.lcms.org/kolb . 
To be added or removed from this 
mailing list, send a message to 
Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line, or  by mail: C L Way 
PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 50021 

Children of Concordia Day Care Bangkok, Thailand

Micah walks through a market   Matthew at his favorite fruit stand
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