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 “For You My Friend” 

My son Mathew loves to ride in the taxies in Hong Kong. Matthew 
indeed                                                                                                                                             
appreciates getting around faster, but his real joy is handing the taxi 
driver a copy of the Small Catechism in Chinese. Since we do not 
speak Cantonese, and very few taxi drivers speak English, Matthew 
loves to hand the driver a gift. The Small Catechism is a wonderful 
summary of the the chief teachings of the Christian faith. In fact 
Martin Luther wrote the Small Catechism because people did not 
know the Bible. The Small Catechism has been teaching and 
summarizing the Christian faith for nearly 500 years. Along with a tip 
Matthew hands the driver the little book that teaches about Jesus. 

What would we desire the driver to know about Jesus? Well, 
the Ten Commandments show our sin and our need for a Savior. 
Jesus Christ came to be that Savior in His perfect life, sacrificial 
death and resurrection. We are connected to Jesus and His 
forgiveness in Holy Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. And because of 
that connection we can pray to our Father in Heaven and He 
promises to hear our prayer. For the driver we would want him to 
come to know Jesus as his Savior and as the Savior of the world.

Who do you have in your life that needs to know about the 
Savior of the world? Maybe you could invite them to church and Sunday School where they will learn 
about Jesus. Possibly you could give them a copy of the Small Catechism. Perhaps you know of 
someone who does not speak English and would like to get them a catechism in their language or 
native tongue. Luther’s Small Catechism can be ordered in many different languages by contacting 
www.LHFmissions.org, God’s richest blessings to you.

Addendum: After writing this article I have come to learn more about “traditional” verse “simplified” Chinese 
characters. The Chinese characters of the Catechisms we are giving out in Hong Kong are “simplified.” This 
type of letters are what mainland Chinese people use. Here in Hong Kong the people use “traditional” 
lettering, however, some may be able to read “simplified” chances are they will not be able 
to read it. So the lesson I am learning is that in Hong Kong the majority of people will 
only understand “traditional.” So through this new understanding we are going to 
make sure we are sharing the correct type of Catechism. I have even inquired about 
seeing if there is a Catechism with both “traditional” and “simplified” letterings 
available. I will keep you posted.  
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Daily Life with the Kolbs 

 
Laundry is a perpetual event in the Kolb household. With 10 of 
us, it just never seems to end. Thankfully we do have a laundry 
room, which happens to double as Micah’s bedroom. It is a 
cozy little place that is loving referred to as Micah’s Hobbit 
Hole. It accommodates the washer machine and a loft bed with 
little extra wiggle room. 

We have no dryer. So our daily loads of laundry are hauled up 
to the roof when the weather permits. The challenge is 
monsoon season, when the days are dreary and wet. Those 
days we decorated the house with wet laundry.  

 
The primary kitchen activities in our household involve 
cooking and cleaning. Shelby is our main cook delighting us 

with many wonderful meals. Cooking in Hong Kong for our family 
is not an easy task between the food allergies, dietary restrictions, 
and the readily available ingredients makes it a challenge. She does 
an awesome job. Mary enjoys surprising the family with special 
dishes. Sometimes we awake to her cooking pancakes or other times 
to a warm bowl of mushroom soup in the evening. 

The boys also practice their culinary skills. Jesse is our biggest 
experimenter. Not everyone is brave enough to try his new recipes. 
One of his favorites is mayonnaise and jelly sandwiches. Christopher 
is mastering popcorn on the stove. Matthew enjoys cooking French 
toast. Biscuits are Daniel’s speciality while Micah cooks up tasty 
omelets. 

Of course with all these meals, plenty of dishes remain to be cleaned. 
We do this the old fashion way; by hand by the children. Our flat was 
designed for Westerns so we do have hot water in the kitchen. Most 
flats in Hong Kong do not. 
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Prayer Requests 
-Good health for the Kolbs 
-Opportunities to tell the Good 
News about Jesus 
-New families starting in Hong 
Kong 

To support the LCMS through 
the  work of the Kolbs, you may 
call 1-800-433-3954 or to send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
or LCMS. Include Kolb-Asia in the 
memo line. Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, at www.lcms.org/kolb . 

To be added or removed from this 
mailing list, send a message to 
Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line, or  by mail: C L Way 
PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 50021 

The kids with their grandfather at 
The Peak-overlooking Hong Kong
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