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Serving as Regional Chaplain 
The Lord Jesus has given the great commission:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV) 

The Lord has given me a "Call" through the LCMS to be a Regional Chaplain stationed at the LCMS Regional 
Office, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong. 

The "Call" consists of servant care; that is, serving 
as a pastor to the LCMS servants and their families. 
This responsibility involves caring for about eighty 
servants and workers in the region;  caring for these 
servants, and assisting them in any way to meet their 
spiritual needs in field. Visiting with these families 
may occur through personal visits in their homes, by 
Skype, or by phone, email or in the mail. In other 
words, providing support and pastoral care for each 
servant and their family as needed. This takes shape 
in various ways depending on the situation including 
hospital visits, confession and absolution, pastoral 
guidance, house blessings, etc. Due to the nature of 
my Call, everything is kept confidential. This is the 
same for pastors who serve parishioners in the states. 

Periodically regional gatherings are scheduled, 
where we will have multiple chapel services, 
including Matins, Evening Prayer, Compline, Divine 
Service, and opportunity for confession and absolution and the study of God’s Word. This is of great 
importance for the spiritual well being of those serving abroad to be uplifted through the Word and Sacraments. 

Weekday worship held in the regional office, consists of: Matins on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated on Wednesday.  The Called Servants and their families are remembered in 
prayer through these weekly chapel services. Chapel is a great way to start our day, gathered around God’s 
Word and being reminded of our Savior who loves us, died for us, rose for us. The Savior who wants to give us 
His grace and mercy through the forgiveness of sins. This week we were blessed to average about seventeen 
gathering for worship. Chapel is open to the community, however, at this time just LCMS staff and families are 
in attendance, the word in spreading and hopefully others will join us. 

I also try to keep the regional office is stocked with materials to aid the servants in the studying of God’s Word. 

Please remember the Kolb Family in your prayers as we continue to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank your 
support as it allows me to care for many servants and their families called to this area. 
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THE KOLB FAMILY 
NEWSLETTER 

Pastor Kolb~Kristie~Shelby~Mary~Micah~Daniel~Christopher~Matthew~Jesse~Katie

Please join us on Facebook - Kolb Family Heading to Asia
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What’s for Dinner? 
“Eating greens is a special treat. It makes long ears and great big 
feet. But it sure is awful stuff to eat.”-Thumper from Bambi 
   For us eating purple food is a special treat which is enjoyed by all 
who eat. Purple sweet potatoes and purple cauliflower, quickly have 
become favorite side dishes for us. As for the greens, green kiwi has 
been replaced by the golden kiwi as the favorite variety in our 
household. 
   Not everything is as it seems, especially when it comes to new 
foods. At the regional gathering someone bought a variety of pastries 
and breads for the fellow servants to enjoy. I spotted a tempting 
looking one. Bread on the bottom covered in 
brown sugar and covered in white frosting, or 
so I thought. All was well until I took a big 
bite. The brown sugar was instead a large 
piece of fried fish. The icing was not icing, 
rather, it was tarter sauce. Recovering from the 
shock of not biting into a super sweet pastry. I 
said to myself, “not bad.” I would never have 
thought to buy one, but I did eat the whole 
thing, and I was glad I did. 

   Bakeries in Hong Kong are as common 
as Starbucks or McDonalds in the states.  
They are everywhere. This was a pleasant 
surprise for us. The children enjoy going 
to the bakery for fresh bread. Sometimes it 
even lasts till dinner time.  
   Our diet has changed since arriving in 
Hong Kong. We strive to serve meals with 

foods readily available here. This means 
cheese and milk are used sparingly since a 
gallon of milk costs $20. However, fresh fruits 
and veggies are abundant. And a nice portion 
of sushi costs about $1.70. Surprisingly 
many of the oranges, celery, avocados, 
and cauliflower (purple, green, and 
orange varieties) are from the United 
States. Beef is expensive so eggs, 
chicken, and fish are our main sources of 
protein. We have lots of choices when it 
comes to noodles. The children are 
becoming quite adept at using chopsticks. 

Prayer Requests 

-Thanksgiving for twenty-one years of marriage for Peter and Kristie 
-Thanksgiving for the opportunity for Shelby and Mary to do 
volunteer work at CWEF (Concordia Welfare and Education Foundation) 
-For good health and safety 
-For the Lord Jesus’ wisdom and grace to all those serving in Asia 
-For continual strength as the family adapts to life in Hong Kong 
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Daniel and Micah 
eating sushi

Update on Kristie and Katie: 
Kristie has recovered from the 
kidney stone surgery and is doing 
great. Katie spent a week in the 
hospital, receiving excellent, 
loving care. She battled RSV, 
dehydration, and a bacterial 
infection during those seven days. 
She too has recovered, and is back 
to her cheerful and energetic self. 

To support the LCMS through the  
work of the Kolbs, you may send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
or LCMS. Include Kolb-Asia in the 
memo line. Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, at www.lcms.org/kolb . 
To be added or removed from this 
mailing list, send a message to 
Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line, or  by mail: C L Way 
PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 50021 

 Mary, Katie and Kristie at the hospital

http://www.lcms.org/kolb
mailto:Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org
http://www.lcms.org/kolb
mailto:Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org
mailto:Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org?subject=

