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Our Redeemer Lutheran Wedding Information 
 
Congratulations!  We rejoice with you on your upcoming marriage. The following 
information will help you understand how Our Redeemer can help you with your 
wedding and future marriage. 
 
The most important thing we can do for you is to provide a firm foundation on which to 
begin your marriage. Through counseling, fellowship, mentoring, support, prayer and 
encouragement we seek to show to you God's plan for marriage. 
 
What do we at Our Redeemer Lutheran believe marriage is? 
 
The Lutheran church holds marriage to be a sacred covenant relationship between one 
man and one woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and more than a legal institution.  The root word 
"wed" means "to covenant, promise, pledge or vow." Marriage is holy because it has 
been instituted by God. Marriage is a partnership, binding couples together, with Christ 
as its head and cornerstone. Marital success requires personal commitment, sacrificial 
love, and life-long faithfulness and willing forgiveness; learning to love as Christ loved 
us.  Through finding or strengthening your personal relationship with Jesus, you will 
come to know each other in the most important of ways. This is what we desire for you. 
 
The marriage policy of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, a member congregation of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, is and always has been consistent with the Synod’s 

beliefs on marriage. We believe that God gave marriage as a picture of the relationship 

between Christ and His bride the Church (Eph. 5:32). The official position of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, as set forth in 1998 Res. 3-21 (“To Affirm the 

Sanctity of Marriage and to Reject Same-Sex Unions”), is that homosexual unions come 

under categorical prohibition in the Old and New Testaments (Lev. 18:22, 24; 20:13; 1 

Cor. 6:9-10; 1 Tim. 1:9-10) as contrary to the Creator’s design (Rom. 1:26-27). These 

positions and beliefs can be found on the LCMS website, along with other statements, 

papers and reports on the subject of homosexuality and same-sex civil unions and 

“marriage.”  Our pastors shall only officiate over marriages consistent with these beliefs 

for couples who believe similarly and follow the recommended steps of this guide; our 

church property shall only be used for a marriage ceremony, reception or other activity 

that are consistent with our beliefs and this policy. 

What can you expect from Our Redeemer Lutheran? 
 
The facilities and ministries of Our Redeemer are administered by staff, members and 
friends to serve this community. They are not restricted for members only. The 
sanctuary is available for members and friends of members that are willing to go 
through our process of pre marriage and post wedding counseling, and who are in 
agreement with our belief of what marriage is (see above). 
 
  



What are Our Redeemers expectations? 
 
Your plans will begin with your participation in Pre-marriage counseling. Through this 
pre- marriage counseling you will have the opportunity to evaluate your personalities, 
goals and expectations. You will experience 3-5 private pre- marriage sessions with the 
pastor. By your wedding day, you will know your spouse on a different level and be 
focused on the life-long commitment of marriage. This ministry is designed for a couple 
desiring to be married at Our Redeemer Church. No matter what age, previous marital 
status, member or non-member, we are looking forward to serving you. 
 
Below are the steps you can expect to follow: 

 

 Meet with pastor and take the Prepare /Enrich or ZoeScore Pre-Marriage 
Inventory 

 Meet with your mentor couple 

 Select and contact organist/musicians, if their services are desired. 

 Meet with the officiating pastor and wedding coordinator to iron out the details 
of your wedding 

 Get Married 

 Be introduced to the congregation on your first Sunday back after the wedding 

 For a year, monthly contact by pastor or mentor couple  

 Meet with the Pastor upon your one year anniversary. 
 
Fees are outlined below: 
 
Pre-Marriage Inventory-        $35.00 - $40.00 
 
Wedding Fee- which includes custodian, church and candles       $195.00 
 
Bulletin Fee-  
Cost of bulletin covers-                $8-12 per 100 
We do not charge for black and white copies.  Margie Bosiacki (church secretary) creates 
or will print an original cover you have created but will charge for the cost of the color 
printing- 
 
Fellowship Hall- Please see rental agreement (4 hours)        $175.00 
 

Our Wedding Coordinator- Paula Stumph is provided and assists with the 

following:    

 Helps the couple organize their wedding ceremony. (Music, bulletins, flowers, 

communion, candles, photography )  



 Reserves dates and times with the Altar Guild and coordinates with church 

secretary regarding the church calendar. 

 Sets date and time of the rehearsal, which is usually held a day or two before the 

wedding. Each pastor prefers specific ways to conduct the rehearsal, and Paula 

helps with these directions. 

 Attends rehearsal and helps wedding party with their “walk”, how they stand, sit 

and where they get dressed and the path they may travel to the altar. (entries and 

exits) 

 Is there a “first view”?  Paula will help to organize when and where 

 Helps with wedding dress train – “fluffs” as bride proceeds to altar 

 Helps direct ushers where to seat attendees based on preference of bride/groom 

 Communicates with organist during ceremony with signals when 

grandparents/parents are walking in. 

 Plan for readers, where they should sit, etc. 

 Works with Photographers 

 Dismisses guests by rows unless couple and/or parents want to. 

 Assists in Receiving line 

 Sets up altar after wedding for the next service 

 Communicates prayer to Pastors for the couple during the next church service . 

 

Sample: Timetable for your wedding day is outlined below: 

2:00pm Bride arrives 

2:30pm Groom arrives 

4:00pm  Wedding Ceremony begins 

5:00pm Pictures are taken 

5:45pm Prepare for departure with gathering of bows, candles and guestbook etc. 

6:00pm Grand departure 



 

Sample:  Steps to planning your wedding worship: 

Step One: Pick your wedding scripture 

Suggested Scripture- 

From the Old Testament: 

Genesis 2:18-24    God creates man and woman 

Song of Solomon 2:10-3   Love in the spring 

Song of Solomon 8:7   Unquenchable Love 

Isaiah 61:10-11 

Isaiah 63:7-9     Steadfast love of God 

Jeremiah 32:38-41    God’s faithfulness 

Ruth 1: 16b-17    An example of commitment 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8    A time for everything 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12    A cord of three strands 

 

From the Psalms: 

Psalm 33 

Psalm 45:13-17 

Psalm 67 

Psalm 100 

Psalm 117 

Psalm 127 

Psalm 128 

Psalm 136 

Psalm 150 



 

From the New Testament:  

Matthew 19:4-6  Faithfulness in marriage 

John 2:1-11   The wedding at Cana 

John 15:9-12  Love one another 

Romans 12:1-2  A living offering 

1 Corinthians13  The hymn of divine love 

Ephesians 5:21-33  Marriage and the church 

Philippians 4:4-7  An “upbeat” word about life together 

Colossians 3:12-27  Live in love and thanksgiving 

1 John 4:7-12   Love one another as God has loved us 

 

Step Two:  Pick your music 

Organist- Karen Prasser 

If you choose to use an organist, Karen is usually available. She will meet with the 

wedding couple 1 or 2 months prior to wedding date.  Some couples have their own 

ideas for music.  All music choices should be appropriate for a worship service, since a 

wedding takes place as part of a worship service.   If you don't have music in mind, 

Karen can help you choose traditional selections or see the suggestions below.  All music 

is subject to approval by the presiding pastor.   If there is to be a soloist or musical 

group, Karen usually meets with the musician(s) ahead of rehearsal.  After all choices 

are made, a written copy is given to secretary to print the bulletin.

Hymns: 

All Glory Be to God on High 

All Hail the Power of Jesus 

All People that on Earth do Dwell 

All Praise to God who Reigns Above 

Amazing Grace 

Before You, Love we Bow 

Blest be the Tie that Binds 

Children of the Heavenly Father 

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 

Come, O Almighty King 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing 



Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing 

Hear us now, Our God and Father 

Heavenly Father, Hear our Prayer 

Holy God, We praise your Name 

How Great Thou Art 

Jesus, Still Lead On 

Joyful, Joyful, We adore You 

Let us ever walk with Jesus 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

Lord When You Came as Welcome 

Guest 

Love, Divine, All Love Excelling 

Now Thank We All Our God 

O Father, All Creating 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  

O Perfect Love 

Oh Blest the House 

Oh, That I had a Thousand Voices 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Flow 

Praise to the Lord, The Almighty 

Praise the Almighty, My Soul Adore Him 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

We Praise You, O God 

Yours Forever, God of Love

Step 3: Pick Your Vows  

Traditional Vows: 

I, __________, take you, ___________, to be my wedded wife/husband. To have 

and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 

sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till death us do part, according to God’s 

holy will; and I pledge to you my faithfulness. 

Alternate Wedding Vows: 

_____________, I take you to be my wife/husband from this time forward, to join 

with you and to share all that is to come; to give and to receive, to inspire and to 

respond, and in all circumstances of our life together to be loyal to you with my whole 

life and with all my being as long as we both shall live. 

  



I take you, _________, to be my wife/husband. I promise before God and these 

witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty and in want, in 

joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and strengthen you and to join 

with you so that together we May serve God And others as long as we both shall live. 

I take you__________, to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you: I shall 

be faithful to you and honest with you; I will love, respect, trust, help and care for you; I 

will share my life with you. I will forgive you as we have been forgiven by our Lord; and I 

will try with you to better understand ourselves, the Word, and God; through the best 

and the worst of what is to come as long as we live. 

Step 4: Design Your Bulletin 

The church secretary would assist in this process. 

Inside Cover 

 Uniting in Marriage 

 Name of Bride and Groom 

 Name of Church 

 City, state and zip code of church 

 Date and time of Wedding 

Outline of Worship 

 Preludes 

 Processionals 

 Invocation 

 Congregational Address 

 Scripture Lessons 

 Message 

 Declarations of Consent 

 Exchange of Vows 

 Exchange of Rings 



 Pronouncement of Marriage 

 Nuptial Blessing 

 Lighting of Unity candle 

 Nuptial Prayer 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

 Recessional 

*Solos, hymns and anthems may be added as desired 

List the Wedding participants (those listed and the order are your choice) 

Parents 

     Bride 

     Groom 

Grandparents 

     Bride 

     Groom 

Maid/Matron of honor 

Bridesmaids 

Flower Girl 

Best Man 

Groomsmen 

Ring Bearer 

Ushers 

Officiating Pastor 

Soloists 

Readers 



Guestbook Attendant 

Organist/Musicians 

     Step 5: Photographer 

Below are some items to go over with your photographer. 

 Make sure the photographer has the wedding day schedule 

 When should Bride and company be ready for photos? 

 When should the Groom and company be ready for photos? 

 Are you having pictures before/after the wedding? 

 What kind of receiving line and when and how much time? 

 There should be no flash photography from the invocation to the benediction of 

the service, and photographers should work in such a way as to not distract from 

the service.   

Step 6: Information about the worship center 

 The aisle is 35 feet long. 

 Flower stands are available. 

 Sanctuary will seat approximately 350 people. 

 Candles will be provided by the church if needed except for the unity candle and 

the tapers that go with it. There is a unity candle base available. 

 There are 10 rows of pews on each side of the center aisle in the church. 

Step 7: Flowers 

The flowers you purchase for the sanctuary are yours to take. If you wish you may 

leave them to beautify the Sunday morning worship. Please let your wedding 

coordinator know in advance if you would like to leave them and an 

acknowledgement will be placed in the Sunday bulletin. 

      Step 8: Rehearsal 

 Set the time and date 

 It is very important to be on time 



 Rehearsal lasts about an hour 

 Who should be there? 

- All the wedding party 

- Parents 

- Scripture readers 

- Soloists/musicians 

 Things to bring to rehearsal: 

- Marriage license 

- Wedding bulletins, if not church prepared 

- Unity candle and tapers 

- Aisle bows 

- Any outstanding fees 

- Ring bearer pillow 

- Flower girl basket 

- Copy of the scripture readings (using a large font makes reading easier) 

- Guest book and pen  

- Bridal shower bow bouquet 


