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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree 

of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”(Genesis 2:16–17, ESV) Did Adam and Eve believe 

the Word God had spoken?  Probably up to a point, but then the serpent, Satan, came and tricked 

them.  

He showed them how appealing the fruit looked and suggested that God didn’t really 

mean what He said, or that He didn’t know what He was talking about.  The Serpent said, “You 

will not surely die.”  They ate, and what happened?  They died.  Spiritually they died, that is, 

they were separated from God by their sin that very day.  100% of the people living on earth at 

that time died that day, and every one of us who would be borne of them would be born 

spiritually dead.  Physical death would come later.”  Why did this all happen?  Because the 

people didn’t listen to the Word of God.   

When the Lord God delivered His people out of Egypt, He gave them commandments.  

The very first one, “You shall have no other God’s!”  Well, of course not.  Why would they, I 

mean, the one true God had just miraculously delivered them from the mighty Egyptian’s 

through many miraculous signs and wonders.  Never had there been a clearer demonstration that 

Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is only true God, so why would they want to 

worship anything or anyone else?   

Well, the answer to that question is, they inherited a sinful nature from Adam and Eve.  

So it wasn’t long before the people broke this commandment too.  Moses had been up on the 

mountain, meeting with God for about 40 days, when God said to him, “They have turned 

aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a 

golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” And the Lord said to Moses, “I have 

seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my 

wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a 

great nation of you.” (Exodus 32:8–10, ESV)  God was ready to wipe them all out and start over 

with Moses, but Moses interceded for the people and God relented and that day “only” about 

3,000 men died as a result of their sin.  Why did this happen?  The people ignored the Word of 

God.  

During the wandering in the desert, Moses became irritated and impatient with the people 

because they always complained, and in his frustration, he struck the rock Almighty God had 

told him to tell before their eyes, to give its water.  “And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

“Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, 

therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.”” 

(Numbers 20:12, ESV)  Moses failed to listen to the Word of God.   



2 

 

The prophet Samuel told King Saul to go to Gilgal and wait there for him to come and 

offer a sacrifice to the Lord before the army of Israel would go into battle. But Samuel did not 

arrive quickly enough for Saul, so Saul offered the sacrifice, contrary to God’s command.  “As 

soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went 

out to meet him and greet him.  Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, 

“When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the 

days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, I said, ‘Now the 

Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the 

Lord.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.”  

“And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the 

command of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would 

have established your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not 

continue. The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, and the Lord has 

commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the Lord 

commanded you.” (1 Samuel 13:10–14, ESV)  Because Saul didn’t heed the Word of God.  

The son’s of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, who were priests of God, offered incense before 

God.  It was the right incense and it was in the censors that were used to offer incense before 

God, but it was not done when God commanded.  It was an unauthorized fire, and so fire came 

out from the Lord and consumed them.  Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord 

has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will 

be glorified.’” (Leviticus 10:3, ESV) Nadab and Abihu ignored the Word of God. 

Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the Ark of the Lord when the cart it was on lurched 

and the ark began to tip.  The Lord struck Uzzah down because the command had been given 

that no one was to touch the Ark.  But Uzzah was trying to do something good; to keep it from 

falling.  It doesn’t seem fair.  Yet, do you not think the Lord could have prevented the Ark from 

falling?  Don’t you think that if God didn’t want His Ark to fall, there was no force in heaven or 

on earth that could have made it fall?  Uzzah forgot himself and acted contrary to the Word of 

God. 

David ordered a census of the fighting men of Israel, which was against what God had 

commanded, so 70,000 people died at the Lord’s hand because of David’s sin.  And this kind of 

thing isn’t all in the Old Testament.  Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter, and through him to the 

Holy Spirit, about the amount of money they had sold their land for.  Both fell dead at Peter’s 

feet.  Incidentally, lying is against the Word of God.  The Word of God is truth, and it demands 

truth.  Lies are of God’s enemy, the devil, who is a liar and the father of lies.   

And this problem of not listening to the Word of God continues today.  Satan still 

whispers to thousands upon thousands, “Did God really say…?”  And he plants seeds of doubt – 

the weeds alongside the seeds of truth and grace that God has sown in His vineyard.  He 

encourages people to find some way to explain or justify understanding the Word of God in 

some way other than what it plainly says.   

Some say the Jesus never really rose bodily from the dead, and they find all sorts of ways 

to reinterpret the Word of God to justify their position.  The Word of God clearly says Jesus rose 

bodily, never to die again.  Some say that women should be ordained as pastors, but God’s Word 

says that’s not the vocation He created them for, in spite of the fact that they may be able to 
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fulfill that role very well from our perspective.  Don’t shoot the messenger, it is the Word of 

God, as it is plainly stated, without us trying to interpret it in a way that we like better.    

Our culture is rapidly embracing homosexuality as an acceptable lifestyle.  Without any 

animosity or anger or malice toward anyone who has chosen that lifestyle, I  MUST, by the 

command of God,  proclaim that that lifestyle is sin.  Again, it’s the Word of God.  And just so 

everyone is clear, I’m not just picking on sins that are more in the spotlight politically or socially 

these days.  This applies to all of the commandments we find in the Word of God.  Gluttony is 

sin. So is being angry with a brother or sister – Jesus says if you’re angry, you’ve already broken 

the commandment against murder in your heart.  Drunkenness is  sin.  Adultery is a sin.  

Pornography is  sin.  All these things are contrary to the Word of God.  And in all these things 

people try to justify their actions by asking, “Did god really say…? 

But the good news, for all of us who have sinned in any, or in many of these and other 

ways, is that the Word of God is not all about laws and judgment and death.  The Word of God is 

first and foremost about a loving a gracious God who sent His own Son to deliver us from the 

death we deserve because of our guilt under His law.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus,” (Romans 3:23–24, ESV)  

The Word of God, from beginning to end, is the epiphany; the light shining on the truth 

and the glory of Yahweh our God and His salvation for us in Christ Jesus.  From the beginning 

when everyone died spiritually through disobedience, God opened the way to everlasting life 

through a promise.  It was the promise of the Son of God who would be born of woman and take 

away the sins of the world so that all who had faith, who trusted God, would be spared from the 

second death – eternal separation from our Father who, like any good father, wants to provide the 

very best for His children.  

Because that is true, we don’t live in fear of fire falling from the sky to burn us up every 

time we make a mistake – every time we sin.  We know that by God’s grace, through faith, we 

are God’s beloved children.  We know that our sins are atoned for – paid for in full, and that 

when God looks at us, He sees His sons and daughters, united with His one perfect Son through 

our baptisms.   

He does not see our sins that make His anger burn, but the perfect righteousness that 

Jesus came to bring us.  And because that is true, we desire in the new spirit God has given us by 

his grace, to live the way God instructs and commands us to live.  

The freedom we have from condemnation under the law, is not a freedom to change or 

abuse the law, but the freedom to live by it joyfully, and to the glory of our Father.  

While Jesus was revealed through the angels, through a star, and through John the Baptist 

all those years ago, He is revealed to us today through the Word of God.  This is our epiphany, 

our light shining from heaven to earth to show us the way, the truth and the life.   

Does God mean what He says?  Absolutely.  Is God’s Word open to interpretation in 

ways other than what He intended, or according to our wants and desires?  Absolutely not.  It is 

not to be trifled with, but to be understood and believed just as it is given.  It’s where we meet 

Jesus.  It is, after all, not man’s Word, but the Word of God.   

 In Jesus Name.  Amen 


