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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

Did you ever stop to wonder why Jesus came to be baptized by John?  John was baptizing people who 

were repenting of their sins.  And even John knew Jesus didn’t need to repent, and didn’t need to be baptized by 

John.  Our text from Matthew continues, John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?” 

Prior to this John had hindered some other people from being baptized:  The Pharisees and Sadducees.  

John rejected them because of their unrepentant hearts, saying to them: You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 
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Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 

This is a completely different reason than that for which John resists Jesus’ baptism.  John knows Jesus 

does not need to repent.  He has not engaged in idolatry.  He does not need to be converted to become one of 

God’s people.  Jesus is sinless, and Jesus is God in human flesh.  John knew he needed to be cleansed from his 

own sin by Jesus.  

So why did Jesus come to be baptized by John?  Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Jesus is God.  He is, therefore, perfectly righteous.  So whose 

righteousness is He fulfilling? It is God’s righteousness!  It is the righteousness that Jesus was sent to establish 

on the earth; the righteousness that is God’s gift given to those who have faith.  

In Jesus’ baptism He sanctified all baptismal waters to be saving, life-giving waters, as the rest of our 

text from Matthew illustrates for us.  And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 

water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.” 

The heavens were opened to Him, and through Him, to all who would believe in Him. The Spirit of God 

came down on Him in the form of a dove, and a voice from heaven – clearly, our heavenly Father – said, “This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  The Holy Trinity revealed in one place at one time:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  I don’t think it could be any clearer that God’s long-promised salvation was being 

unfolded upon the earth.  

Jesus led the way through baptism, just as He would lead the way through death to resurrection and 

everlasting life.  Jesus Baptism marked the beginning of His public, earthly ministry.  “Jesus chose baptism by 

John as the right way to enter his great office, and he included John in this too. He, the Sinless One, the very 

Son of God, chose to put himself alongside of all the sinful ones for whom John’s sacrament was ordained. In 

this way, He  connected himself with all instances of John’s baptism; for it is his atonement for our sins that 

makes baptism truly efficacious for sinners. By joining himself to all these instances of John’s baptism for 

repentence, He shows that He is now ready to take upon himself the burden of sin for all who repent. 
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Romans 6 further clarifies this truth.  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has 

been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

In our baptisms, we are united with Christ in His death and His resurrection.  We are united with Him in 

and through Baptism, so that what God said of Jesus on the day of His baptism, He also says of each one of us 

at our baptism.  “This is my beloved Son [or daughter], with whom I am well pleased.” 

He is well pleased, not because of anything that we have done or will do, but because of what His Son 

has done for us.  He is pleased because through Jesus we have died to sin and now live to God.  He is pleased 

because, in our baptism, God put His name on us and claimed us as His own dear children.   

This is why Luther held baptism in such high esteem.  This is why “I am Baptized,” was so often 

Luther’s defense against the attacks of the devil.  This is why it should be our defense as well.   

When one who loves the Lord, and loves the Gospel and longs to believe it and live it properly, as I trust 

each one of you does, then we become the target of the enemy of God.  He attacks with all sorts of distress and 

misfortune to frighten, sadden and discourage us.  But we can say to him, “I am baptized!  I will not listen to 

your lies.  God has made me His own dear child by His grace.  Your threats and accusations no longer apply to 

me.” 

I know that some people have difficulty understanding how water can do such wonderful things, 

especially if they have been brought up in certain other denominations.  But if we believe that God can forgive 

sins and give eternal life by His Word alone, then it shouldn’t be too difficult to believe that God can deliver 

that same grace through the water commanded by His Word. After all, the power of Baptism doesn’t come out 

of the faucet, it comes from the Word of God that commands the use of water to baptize in His name and 

promises forgiveness through it.  

Every one of us who have been baptized have been united with Christ, and the life we now live we live 

in Him.  Every day we have the opportunity to live lives of joyful obedience with thanksgiving for every good 

thing, because we know every good thing, including baptism and our salvation, comes from God.   

Praise be to God that our sinless Savior was willing to be identified among the sinners through baptism, 

that we may be identified as children of God.  

In Jesus Name 

Amen. 

 


