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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 You may be familiar with the Greek tragedy, Oedipus.  In the story, Oedipus, the king of 

Thebes, tries to find the secret that will remove a curse that’s been placed upon his city.  He‘s 

told that only when the murderer of the former king is found and exiled, will the curse be lifted.  

When a prophet warns him not to pursue the truth in this matter, Oedipus doesn't heed the 

warning.  Instead, he diligently pursues the truth in an effort to reverse the curse.  In the process, 

he discovers that one of the men in a band of travelers that had accosted him on the road several 

years earlier had, in fact, been the king.  He discovers that he himself had killed the king in self-

defense.   

Not only this, but he discovers that his mother and father, a king and queen in a distant 

city, were not actually his birth parents.  His real parents were the king and queen of Thebes:  the 

very king he had killed on the road; the very queen to whom Oedipus himself was now married.  

Yes, Oedipus had unknowingly married his own mother.  His own children were also his 

brothers and sisters.   

In utter shame and humiliation, the queen hanged herself, and Oedipus gouged out his 

own eyes and pleaded to be exiled.  This tragedy shows the lengths people will go to in order to 

break a curse.  It also shows the limits of human wisdom and understanding. 

There’s another tragedy that shows much the same thing.  It started thousands of years 

ago in an idyllic garden where a husband and wife lived in perfect harmony until they were 

deceived by an evil villain who wanted to destroy them.  He caused them to sin against God’s 

command, and so God pronounced a judgment – a curse upon them and all their descendants. 

“To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain 

you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule 

over you.” And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and 

have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 

ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of 

your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”” Genesis 3:16–19 (ESV): 
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Pain in childbearing.  In pain you shall eat of the fruit of the ground.  And, ultimately, 

you will return to the ground, for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.  That’s really the part 

of the curse that matters most.  Pain we can endure in its season, but death – in our own power, 

we cannot survivie it.  No longer would Adam and Eve live forever.  They, and all their 

descendants after them would die.  They would return to the dust from which they came.  

What lengths people will go to, to try to undo this curse.  Some eat only the healthiest, 

organically gown food they can find.  That’s good, and maybe for some it will hold off that day 

for a few more months or a few more years.  But they will still eventually return to the dust.   

Some go out and exercise every day.  Some take all sorts of vitamins and other healthy 

supplements.  All good things, but they’re still going to return to the ground.  Some try to avoid 

the curse by avoiding sin, but they too were conceived and born sinful, and will eventually return 

to the ground from which God made us. 

Unfortunately, like Oedipus, when we try to break the curse by our own wisdom and 

strength, we can only end up orchestrating our own demise.  Trying to save ourselves is 

hopeless.  We’re too late.  The curse has been pronounced.  We have all sinned and deserve the 

curse of death.   

Deserve it, yes.  But is that what we get?  No!  Why?  “There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has set you 

free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death”  

Try as we might, we could not set ourselves free from the curse of death.  So God did it 

for us in His Son, Jesus Christ.  We see a foreshadowing of this in our Old Testament lesson 

from Ezekiel.  “O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.”  Sounds a little bit like a 

resurrection. 

Then we have Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, after he had already been in the tomb 

for four days, and Jesus assurance that He is the resurrection and the life.  Of course we have 

Jesus own death and resurrection, and we are told that He is the firstfruits of all who will be 

raised from the dead to everlasting life.  

Jesus came to reverse the curse for us.  We can’t set ourselves free from death, but Jesus 

defeated death so that now it ends up working in our favor.  The body returns to the ground, just 

as God declared, but the spirit lives on with Christ.  It’s just as Jesus told the repentant theif; 

“Today you will be with Me in paradise.”   

And on the last day, the curse will indeed be fully reversed.  The dry bones will receive 

new life.  The dead will rise and stand before our creator God.  No more will bodies wear out and 

die.  No more will we live in fear of our enemy – mortality.  In fact, because we know this to be 
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true, we don’t need to fear it even now.  All who are weary and heavy laden can come to Christ, 

and He will give you rest.   

Thanks be to God, that he loved us enough to save us from His own righteous judgment 

by sacrificing His own Son’s righteous blood for our sins.  He is our rest.  He is our Sabbath.  He 

is the one who came to make death run backwards – to reverse the curse once and for all.  

In Jesus name.  Amen.   


